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OFFICIAL WARNING 
 

TOWN OF UNDERHILL ~ ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MARCH 4, 2014 

 
The legal voters of the Town of Underhill, in the County of Chittenden, State of Vermont, are 
hereby notified and warned to meet at Browns River Middle School, in Jericho, Vermont on 
March 4, 2014 at 9 o’clock in the morning to transact the following business (Voting for all 
Australian ballot articles will be from 7a.m. to 7 p.m. at Browns River Middle School): 
 
Article 1 To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year. 
 
Article 2 To hear and accept the reports of the Town Officers. 
 
Article 3 Shall the voters approve total general fund expenditures of $1,173,331 of which 

$848,339 shall be raised by taxes, $324,992 by non-tax revenues,  pursuant to 24 
V.S.A.§2664? 

 
Article 4 Shall the voters approve total highway fund expenditures of $1,079,362 of which 

$977,362 shall be raised by taxes, $102,000 by non-tax revenues, pursuant to 24 
V.S.A.§ 2664? 

 
Article 5 To transact any other business thought proper when met. 
 

AUSTRALIAN BALLOT QUESTIONS 
 

Article 6 To elect all Town Officers as required by law. 
 
Article 7 Shall the voter of the Town continue to exempt the property of the Underhill 

Jericho Fire Department from taxation for municipal and school purposes for a 
period of 5 years as authorized by 32 V.S.A. §3840? 

 
Article 8 Shall the voters of the Town revisit the tax exempt status of Maple Leaf Farm? 
 
Article 9 Shall the voters authorize the Selectboard to borrow through debt instruments 

other than bonds, not more than $ 160,000 for a term not to exceed five years for 
the purchase of a Dump Truck, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1786a(b)? 

 
Article 10 Shall the proposed bylaw amendments to the Unified Land Use and Development 

Regulations regarding the reference therein to the “Town of Underhill Zoning 
Map” approved by the Selectboard on January 16, 2014 after hearings by the 
Planning Commission on December 18, 2013 and the Selectboard on January 8, 
2014 be adopted? 

 
Selectboard Members: 
 
______________________ _______________________   ______________________ 
   Bradford Holden, Chair           Seth Friedman     David Rogers 
 
Received for record this ______ day of January 2014 at Underhill. 
 
ATTEST: ______________________, Town Clerk 
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ABSTRACT  
 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MARCH 5, 2013 

 
 
The legal voters of the Town of Underhill, in the County of Chittenden, State of Vermont, 
are hereby notified and warned to meet at Browns River Middle School, in Jericho, Vermont 
on March 5, 2013 at 9 o’clock in the morning to transact the following business (Voting for 
all Australian ballot articles will be from 7a.m. to 7 p.m. at Browns River Middle School): 
 
 
Article 1 Voted to elect William Wilson as Moderator for the ensuing year. 
  
Article 2 Voted to hear and accept the reports of the Town Officers. 
  
Article 3 Voted to approve total general fund expenditures of $1,140,230 of which 

$811,120 shall be raised by taxes, $321,610 by non-tax revenues and $7,500 by 
prior year surplus, pursuant to 24 V.S.A.§2664? 

  
Article 4 Voted to approve total highway fund expenditures of $1,090,111 of which 

$848,111 shall be raised by taxes, $207,000 by non-tax revenues, and $35,000 by 
prior year surplus, pursuant to 24 V.S.A.§ 2664? 

  
Article 5 To transact any other business thought proper when met. 
   

AUSTRALIAN BALLOT QUESTIONS 
  

Article 6 Elected Officials: Town Officers as required by law. Sherri Morin, Treasurer 
(3yrs), David Rogers Select Board (3yrs), Peter Brooks, Lister (3yrs), Park 
District Trustee, Marcy Gibson (3yrs), Library Trustee, Bev Frank (4yrs). 

  
Article 7 Voters Failed to approve the purchase of the McClellan property at 284 River 

Road (adjacent property to the Underhill Center Post Office) as additional land for 
the Post Office? 

  
Article 8 Voters approved the transfer of $35,000 previously appropriated for the Town 

Hall roof repair to be used for the Town Hall Historic Preservation & Renovation 
Project? 

  
Article 9 Voters approved the transfer of $165,000 from the June 30, 2012 highway surplus 

to the Capital Reserve Fund previously established? 
  
Article 10 Voters approved the transfer of $20,000 from the June 30, 2012 unassigned fund 

balance of the General Fund to the Capital Reserve Fund previously established?  
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Article 11 Voters Failed to approve the proposed map and bylaw amendments to the Unified 
Land Use and Development Regulations amending the existing Underhill Flats 
Village Center District and creating the Underhill Flats Residential District 
approved by the Select Board on January 17, 2013 after hearings by the Planning 
Commission on December 5, 2012 and December 11, 2012 and the Select Board 
on January 17, 2013 be adopted? 

 
Article 12 Voters Failed to approve the proposed map and bylaw amendments to the Unified 

Land Use and Development Regulations creating the Underhill Center Village 
District approved by the Select Board on January 17, 2013 after hearings by the 
Planning Commission on December 5, 2012 and December 11, 2012 and the 
Select Board on January 17, 2013 be adopted? 

 
Article 13 Voters Failed to approve the proposed elimination of three outlier pockets of the 

Soil & Water Conservation District that are located within the Rural Residential 
District between North Underhill Station Road and Hill Crest Lane approved by 
the Select Board on January 17, 2013 after hearings by the Planning Commission 
on December 5, 2012 and December 11, 2012 and the Select Board on January 
17, 2013 be adopted? 
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TOWN OFFICERS 
Elected Town Officers 

	  	  

Position	   Name	   Term	   Expires	  
	   	   	   	  
Moderator (Town)	   Bill Wilson	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Moderator (School)	   Bill Wilson	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Selectboard	   Brad Holden	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Seth Friedman	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   David Rogers	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   	   	   	  
Town Treasurer	   Sherri Morin	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   	   	   	  
Town Clerk	   Sherri Morin	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Listers	   Pam Shover	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Jay Lederman	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Peter Brooks	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   	   	   	  
Town Grand Juror	   Vacant	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Town Agent	   Vacant	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Constable	   Vacant	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Jericho-Underhill Library Trustees	   Bernadette Howard	   4 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Kathie Russell	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Vacant	   4 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Bev Frank	   4 years	   March, 2017	  
	   	   	   	  
Trustees of Public Funds	   Gael Boardman	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Vacant	  

Vacant	  
3 years	  
3 years	  

March, 2015	  
March, 2016	  

	   	   	   	  
Mount Mansfield Union School Directors	   Jonathan Boyson	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Clifford Peterson	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   	   	   	  
Town School Directors	   Peter J. Geiss	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Kristen Humbarger	   2 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Anthony Julianelle	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   John LaRue	   2 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Andrew Rosacker	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
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TOWN OFFICERS 
Elected Town Officers 

	  	  

Position	   Name	   Term	   Expires	  
	   	   	   	  
Agent to Convey Real Estate	   Vacant	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   	   	   	  
Justices of the Peace	   Joseph O’Brien (D)	   2 years	   	  
	   Josephine McClellan (D)	   2 years	   	  
	   Michael McKnight (D)	   2 years	   	  
	   James Woodard (D)	   2 years	   	  
	   Susan Boardman (R)	   2 years	   	  
	   Gael Boardman (R)	   2 years	   	  
	   Betsy Page	  (R)	   2 years	   	  
	   John Connell (I)	   2 years	   	  
	   Peter Geiss (I)	   2 years	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Board of Civil Authority	   Town Clerk	   	   	  
	   Selectboard	   	   	  
	   Justices of the Peace	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Underhill-Jericho Park District	   Vacant	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Jim Massingham	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Marcy Gibson	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   	   	   	  
	  

TOWN OFFICERS 
Appointed Town Officers 

  
Position Name	   Term	   Expires	  
	   	   	   	  
Development Review Board	   Karen McKnight	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Will Towle	  

Vacant	  
3 years	  
3 years	  

March, 2014	  
March, 2014	  

	   Charles Van Winkle	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Mark Hamlin	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Matt Chapek	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Penny Miller	  

Vacant	  
3 years	  
3 years	  

March, 2016	  
March, 2014	  

	   Shanie Bartlett, Alt.	   1 year	   March, 2014	  
	   Vacant	  

	  
1 year	  
	  

March, 2014	  
	  

Planning Commission	   Carolyn Gregson	   4 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Clifford Peterson	   4 years	   March, 2014	  
	   David Edson	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Irene Linde	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Trevor Squirrell	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Gerard Adams	   4 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Cynthia Seybolt	   4 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Patrick Lamphere	   4 years	   March, 2017	  
	   Vacant	   4 years	   March, 2017	  
	   	   	   	  
Conservation Commission	   Merianne O’Grady	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   James Beebe-Woodard	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Trevor Squirrell	   4 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Barbara Greene	   4 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Vacant	   4 years	   March, 2017	  
	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Energy Committee	   Peter Duval	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Chris Miller	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Bob Murphy	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Tom Moore	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Steve Webster	  

Peter Bennett	  
3 years	  
3 years	  

March, 2015	  
March, 2015	  

	   Gerard Adams	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Chuck Weger	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
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TOWN OFFICERS 
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TOWN OFFICERS 
Appointed Town Officers 

  
Position	   Name	   Term	   Expires	  

	  
Recreation Committee	   Vacant	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Tom Lee	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Eric Gildemeister	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   Jen King	   3 years	   March, 2016	  
	   	   	   	  
Trails Committee	   Natalie Coughlin	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Howard McRae	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Nancy McRae	   3 years	   March, 2014	  
	   Carol Butler	   3 years	   March, 2015	  
	   Patrick Lamphere	   3 years 	   March, 2015	  
	   Karen McKnight	   3 years	   March, 2015	  

	  
Zoning/Planning 
Administrator	  

Sarah McShane	   3 years	   January, 2017	  

	  
Animal Control Officer	  

	  
Jennifer Silpe	  

	  
1 year	  

	  
March, 2014	  

	   	   	   	  
Finance Officer 	   RaMona Sheppard	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Emergency Management 
Director	   Selectboard Chair	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  
Assistant Town Clerk	   Nancy Bradford	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Assistant Treasurer	   Pam Shover	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Health Officer	   David Rogers	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Deputy Health Officer	   Dr. Robert Hamill	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Tree Warden, Fence Viewer, 
Coal Inspectors	   Selectboard	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  
Town Service Officer	   Sue Kusserow	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Fire Warden	   Parker Ripley	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Assistant Fire Warden	   Nate Goldman	   	   	  
	   	   	   	  
Road Crew	   Nate Sullivan, Foreman	   	   	  
	   Jed Abair, Scott Kilpeck	   	   	  
	   Dwayne Norway	   	   	  
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DATES TO REMEMBER! 

Town Meeting ~ 1st Tuesday in March  
 Dog Licenses ~ Due by April 1st 

 
Property Taxes ~ 8/15, 11/15, 2/15 & 5/15  

 
______________________________________________________ 

 
SELECTBOARD 
Bi-weekly on Thursday 6 p.m. 
 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 
1st and 3rd Monday as needed at 6 p.m. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
1st and 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
2nd Monday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ENERGY COMMITTEE 
2nd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
TRAILS COMMITTEE 
3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
 
UNDERHILL CENTRAL SCHOOL  
1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
 
MOUNT MANSFIELD  
UNION HIGH SCHOOL  
2nd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
(rotates between MMU, BRMS & 
CHMS) 
 
DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY BOARD 
3rd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the Library 
 
JERI-HILL SENIORS – LUNCHEON 
1st and 3rd Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
899-9959 
Nate Sullivan, Foreman 
Jed Abare, Scott Kilpeck 
Dwayne Norway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TOWN OF UNDERIHLL 
www.underhillvt.gov 
12 Pleasant Valley Rd  
Underhill VT 05489 
Phone: (802)-899-4434  
Fax: (802)-899-2137 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Brian Bigelow 
underhillvt@comcast.net 
Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
899-4434 x100 
 
TOWN CLERK AND TREASURER 
Sherri Morin 
underhillclerk@comcast.net 
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
899-4434 x101 
 
FINANCE OFFICER 
RaMona Sheppard  
underhillfinance@comcast.net 
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
899-4434 x102 
 
LISTERS 
Pam Shover, Chief Lister 
underhilllisters@comcast.net 
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
899-4434 x103 
Jay Lederman and Peter Brooks, Listers 
899-4434 x104 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING 
Sarah McShane 
underhillzoning@comcast.net 
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
899-4434 x106 
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SELECTBOARD REPORT 

 

As a selectman I often hear from my fellow residents the old and familiar complaint: “I pay a lot 
of taxes in this Town.” Well, that’s true. Our tax bills are divided up for the common good. 
Roughly 25% goes to running the town general fund, as well as the highways. Approximately 
75% goes towards education. We as a selectboard deal with the 25% part. We take full 
responsibility for that portion. However, that 25% doesn’t always leave our town with a lot of 
tax dollars for infrastructural maintenance, especially after damaging weather events. 

Once again, late spring took us by surprise. We were faced with yet another flood event. This 
one was worse than the last. As always, we called upon our local truckers and contractors who at 
a moment’s notice were there, ready to work as long as it took to get our roads passable again. I 
want to thank them as well as our highway department, town staff, The Underhill-Jericho Fire 
Department, Vermont State Police, VTRANS District 5, and all the of the community members 
that rallied together. I hope we don’t see times like those again in the near future, but don’t be 
fooled, they will surely return.  

When these types of events happen, it creates a large financial burden that our town must 
shoulder. We’re never sure if we can count on FEMA. Thankfully, we did receive financial 
assistance. Naturally this money took a while to come in, so in the meantime we decided to take 
a $300,000 line of credit out with the bank. We have paid back that line of credit with the funds 
we received from FEMA and the State, and now our affected roads and structures are back in 
good shape. 

The town has been fortunate enough to receive two large grants from the State, which have 
helped us with the bottom line in regards to our Capital Improvement Program. One grant 
provided 80% of the funding required to replace the Page Road culvert with an oversized 
bottomless concrete box structure, and the other allowed us to pave a mile-plus long section of 
the Pleasant Valley Road. Most of the highway work laid out in our CIP was placed on hold until 
we finished the flood repairs. Now that the flood is behind us, we hope to catch up with paving 
and Class II roadwork this coming season.  

We still have surplus funds in the town budget that the voters agreed last year to put into the CIP. 
However, these amounts are not nearly large enough to support the program, and with no grants 
coming in the foreseeable future we aren’t left with many options. Because we did receive those 
two substantial grants, the chances are very slim that we will receive anything from the state or 
federal government in the next couple of years. This makes funding the CIP a challenge.  It’s just 
not realistic to base a budget on revenues that you may or may not receive.  

This upcoming year we are expecting nothing and making due until we find ourselves in a better 
position. This doesn’t mean that we won’t still be improving our infrastructure, we will just do 
so at a slower pace. In my opinion, and I believe the rest of the board feels the same way; we 
need to find new ways to fund our CIP so we can become self-sustaining. This will be a tough 
challenge to face in the years to come, but I’m sure that we will find a way. But we must be 
unified in our strategies moving forward.  
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It’s been a pleasure to have served in my position for the past three years, and I’m sad that I 
won’t be coming back after town meeting. I have complete confidence in my fellow selectboard 
members. Rest assured that they will serve you well, and the same holds true for our entire staff. 
Underhill is a great place to live. I’ve made many new friends and will continue to support the 
community anyway I can. 

Thank you, 

Brad Holden 

Selectboard, Chair 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
 
 
It is good to be back!  These first six months have flown by.  It has been equally good to 
catch up with individuals who I’d first met almost 20 years ago and meeting new 
residents.  
 
I have been looking forward to town staffing returning to 100% and welcome recent hire 
Sarah McShane who has taken over the Planner and Zoning Administrator position.  I 
appreciate the patience and assistance from applicants and my coworkers during the time 
that the position was vacant.  Thanks also to our predecessors Dawna Brinson and Kari 
Paplebon for leaving things as organized as they were.   
 
Winding down from the Memorial Day and July 4th flood events is due in great part to the 
efforts of the Town of Underhill Road Crew as well as numerous other individuals, 
contractors, and organizations. Specifically I’d like to offer additional thanks to Rachael 
Beauregard (VTrans), Paul Luciano (CCRPC) and Doug Dowie (FEMA). 
 
Looking ahead I anticipate working with the Selectboard on larger projects like revisions 
to the municipal Road Policy and Trail Ordinance as well as providing day-to-day 
assistance to residents. Local media like Mount Mansfield Community Television, The 
Mountain Gazette and Front Porch Forum do a great job of getting news out there; but if 
you have any questions or comments; give a call or stop by. 
 
There are several vacancies on some of the town bodies so please review the reports of 
those Boards, Committees and Commissions and speak up for any that interest you.  
These are rewarding volunteer positions where you can make a difference for Underhill. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Brian Bigelow, Town Administrator 
Town of Underhill 
P.O. Box 32 
Underhill Center, VT05490 
899-4434 x100 
underhillvt@comcast.net 
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LISTER REPORT 2013 
 
 

The Town is now in their final year of a 5-year rolling reappraisal. We are currently 
developing our new land schedule and going over all of our reappraisals. When we have 
completed our work you will receive a booklet in the mail showing your old and new values. The 
booklet will also give you information on what to do if you disagree or want an explanation of 
your appraisal. This will be sent out in June 2014. 

 
The State of Vermont has gone back to the original way people file for their Homestead 

Declaration and Property Tax Adjustment Claim. This new form is called an HS-122. This form 
must be filled out yearly. The due date is April 15, 2014 (claims allowed up to October 15, 
2014,  but late filing penalties will apply). This form can be filed on-line at 
http://tax.vermont.gov. 

 
If you receive an extension on filing your income taxes it does not mean you have an 

extension on filing your Homestead Declaration.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call us at 802 899-4434 Ext. 103. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Peter Brooks   
                                                                       Jay Lederman 
      Pam Shover 
      Town of Underhill Listers   
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ROAD FOREMAN REPORT 

Underhill’s winter for the 2012-2013 was pretty fair, with a mild mud season, followed by the 
early summer rains, including two flooding events.  Both the May 23 through May 26, 2013 and 
the July 4, 2013 events qualified for disaster declarations from FEMA, which helped out with the 
funding of town roads and culverts repairs, and stream bank stabilization. Town roads effected 
during the May storm included, Cilley Hill Road , Sam Ward Road, Mt. Vista Road, Kelley 
Road, Repa Road, Gert’s Knob, Daudelin Road, North Underhill Station Road, Page Road, 
Downes Road, Bill Cook Road, Covey Road, Tupper Road, Blakey Road, Maple Leaf Road, 
Irish Settlement Road, Doon Road, Butler Road, and Pleasant Valley Road.  The July 4th roads 
that were damaged included Meadow Lane, Sugar Hill, Sand Hill Road, Maple Ridge, Barrett 
Lane and Lower English Settlement Road. Several ditches were cleaned out, steeper ditches were 
stone lined, compromised culverts were replaced or unplugged, damaged shoulders and 
guardrails were repaired. The town received financial help from FEMA and the State, FEMA 
paying 75% of the overall costs, the State 15% and the Town 10%.  

Once the weather clears in the spring, the remainder of the FEMA work will continue. 

Additional highway work completed this past year is as follows: 

• Ditched North end of Poker Hill Road 
• Brush and trees cut, stumps removed on Bill Cook Road 
• Ditched and culverts replaced on Fox Run, Meadow Lane and Irish Settlement Road 
• Replaced old, undersized steam culvert on Page Rd with concrete box culvert 
• Brush was cleaned on numerous roads 
• Repairs to numerous locations from storm flooding damage 

 
The town will continue with tree and brush removal, removal of berms from road edges, culvert 
replacement and other drainage issues, gravel will be added to roads where needed.  
 
Thank you to the town folks who helped out in our time of need this summer and for the patience 
of others while roads were reopened and repaired.  
 
Please call 899-9959 with questions or concerns or stop by the shed and meet the crew.  
 
 Reminder: there is Winter Parking Ordinance in effect from November 1st through April 30th.  
No vehicles are to be parked on town roads during these months.  VEHICLES WILL BE 
TOWED AT OWNER’S EXPENSE. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

2013 ended up being a year of transition and reflection as the Commission grappled with the 
results of a town vote on proposed zoning redistricting changes, the departure of Planning 
Administrator Kari Papelbon and the retirement of long time member/chair Dick Albertini. 

Redistricting 
 
In 2012 the Planning Commission undertook the first reassessment of the zoning district 
boundaries since 1987. The need for this project was identified in the 2010 Town Plan, and 
builds upon the studies that have been conducted over the years as well as recent planning 
projects (Village Center designation with Jericho and the Active Living Workshop in 2010). 
Public forums were held in late 2012 to present the proposed district revisions and to solicit 
public comment and feedback. These were followed by Planning Commission and Selectboard 
public hearings along with other outreach activities. At our 2013 Town Meeting the voters of 
Underhill chose to narrowly defeat the proposed changes. The Planning Commission have 
reflected on this development and will be working hard this year to bring members of the 
community into a process that hopefully invites more participation and provides better 
information about the work of the Planning Commission on this project. 
  
Zoning Map 
 
The Planning Commission has recommended that two related amendments be made to the 2011 
Unified Land Use and Development Regulations (Amended 2012) regarding a “Town of 
Underhill Zoning Map”. The Selectboard agreed with this recommendation and have placed the 
proposed amendments on the Town Meeting Australian Ballot for your consideration. 
 
The amendments correct errors in the 2011 Regulations, however, neither amendment changes 
any zoning districts or district boundaries.  
1. The amendments make clear that the official map is the map used until 2011,  
2. The amendments also make clear that a 1972 district boundary decision is still in force, 
contrary to the erroneous map attached to the 2011 regulations.  
 
Information about these amendments can be found on the Town’s website. 
 
Other Identified Projects for 2014  

• Start work on Town Plan to be completed by May 2015 
• Fluvial Erosion Hazard regulations and potential overlay districts 
• Open Space Planning 

 
Dick Albertini 
The Planning Commission wishes to thank Dick for his 14 years of service on the Underhill 
Planning Commission, many of those as Chair. Dick was always thoughtful in his approach to 
the issues before the Planning commission and made sure that everyone’s voice was heard and 
considered. We will miss you Dick and wish you well in all your endeavors! 
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BUILDING	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

B-‐12-‐26	   SU059	   7/1/2012	   Waters	   Deck	  

B-‐12-‐27	   HA101	   7/15/2012	   Riley	   Garage	  

B-‐12-‐28	   OR016	   7/18/2012	   Becker	   Barn	  

B-‐12-‐29	   CD054	   7/21/2012	   Terry	  
New	  home	  with	  unfinished	  

basement	  

B-‐12-‐30	   BC084	   7/29/2012	   Shapiro	   New	  home	  with	  deck,	  basement	  

B-‐12-‐31	   CH385	   8/2/2012	   Simonelli	   Shed	  

B-‐12-‐32	   MD005	   8/3/2012	   Sullivan	   Covered	  porch	  

B-‐12-‐33	   RV113	   8/3/2012	   Demag	   Rear	  addition	  and	  open	  deck	  

B-‐12-‐34	   VT850	   8/9/2012	   Sorrell	   Front	  addition	  

B-‐12-‐35	   VT493	   8/11/2012	   Wells	   Barn	  with	  lean-‐to	  and	  workshop	  

B-‐12-‐36	   MT016	   8/25/2012	   Hess	   New	  home	  with	  basement,	  porch	  

B-‐12-‐37	   HV023	   8/19/2012	   Pedersen	   Shed	  

B-‐12-‐38	   RV198	   8/22/2012	   Russell	   In-‐ground	  pool	  w/patio	  

B-‐12-‐39	   DO012	   9/5/2012	   Jurasek	   Pergola	  

B-‐12-‐40	   RH004	   10/12/2012	   Pepi	   Rear	  3-‐season	  porch	  addition	  

B-‐12-‐41	   SO013	   10/19/2012	   Johnson	   Lean-‐to	  on	  existing	  barn	  

B-‐12-‐42	   RE093	   10/21/2012	   Kindt	  
Front	  porch,	  enlarge	  rear	  deck	  

(after)	  

B-‐12-‐43	   CB069	   10/24/2012	   Demas	   Shed	  

B-‐12-‐44	   RV221	   10/28/2012	   Cowan	  
Garage	  w/accessory	  dwelling	  

above	  

B-‐12-‐45	   VT551	   11/30/2012	   Tilton	   Addition,	  deck,	  front	  porch	  

B-‐12-‐46	   VT881	   12/16/2012	   LeBlanc	   Pole	  barn	  

B-‐12-‐47	   MG003	   12/16/2012	   Montgomery	   Pole	  barn	  

B-‐12-‐48	   CD043	   12/22/2012	   Chace	   Rear	  deck	  with	  pergola	  

B-‐13-‐01	   VT881	   1/24/2013	   LeBlanc	  &	  Jefferis	   Pole	  barn	  -‐	  enclose	  

B-‐13-‐02	   IS310	   2/8/2013	   Harmeyer	   Shed	  (after	  construction)	  

B-‐13-‐03	   MU049	   3/16/2013	   Lang	  
New	  dwelling	  with	  deck,	  porch,	  

basement	  

B-‐13-‐04	   NR077X	   3/24/2013	   Town	  of	  Underhill	   Storage	  container	  

B-‐13-‐05	   IS126	   3/30/2013	   Wigg	   Addition	  (study	  &	  mudroom)	  

B-‐13-‐06	   NR003	   5/31/2013	   Angelino	   Barn/garage	  

B-‐13-‐07	   PH295	   4/3/2013	   Netelkos	   Second	  story	  additions	  (after)	  

B-‐13-‐08	   TU033	   5/12/2013	   Torkler	  
New	  dwelling	  w/	  deck,	  finished	  

basement	  

B-‐13-‐09	   PY002	   4/14/2013	   Dame	   Yurt	  

B-‐13-‐10	   CD030	   4/18/2013	   DiPietro	  
Additions,	  garage,	  finished	  

basement	  

B-‐13-‐11	   WI009T	   4/18/2013	   Chaudoir	   Raise	  roof,	  second	  floor	  addition	  

B-‐13-‐12	   MR016	   4/26/2013	   Nickerson	   Bedroom	  addition	  
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B-‐13-‐13	   TU016	   4/27/2013	   Cronin	   Wood	  shed	  

B-‐13-‐14	   SO032	   5/10/2013	   Kapusta	   Front	  deck	  

B-‐13-‐15	   TA003	   5/16/2013	   Sterling	   Wraparound	  open	  deck	  

B-‐13-‐16	   IS102	   5/22/2013	   Clark	  
Second-‐story	  dormer,	  front	  porch	  

addition	  

B-‐13-‐17	   HK007	   5/23/2013	   Root	   Roof	  over	  existing	  front	  deck	  

B-‐13-‐18	   VT928	   5/25/2013	   Roberge	  
Replace	  and	  reconfigure	  deck	  with	  

roof	  

B-‐13-‐19	   BL004	   5/25/2013	   Hall	   Mudroom	  addition	  

B-‐13-‐20	   VT505	   5/30/2013	   Wells	   Porch	  (after	  construction)	  

B-‐13-‐21	   WH006	   6/1/2013	   Ochs/Jacob	  Ochs	   2-‐story	  garage	  

B-‐13-‐22	   TU033	   6/8/2013	   Torkler	   Shed	  

B-‐13-‐23	   RV252	   6/22/2013	   Cushing	   Replace	  and	  reconfigure	  porch	  

B-‐13-‐24	   IS541	   6/22/2013	   Kolon/Hudak	  
House,	  attached	  garage,	  covered	  

porch	  
	  

EXEMPTIONS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

X	   IS075	   7/26/2012	   Perline	   Run-‐in	  shed	  (11'	  x	  15')	  onto	  barn	  (Ag)	  

X	   TR064	   7/2/2012	   Faryniarz	   Shed	  

X	   PH291	   7/5/2012	   Gingras	   Shed	  

X	   IS537	   7/9/2012	   Allard	   Outdoor	  wood	  oven	  

X	   DW057	   10/12/2012	   Norris	   Shed	  

X	   ST052	   10/25/2012	   Mantone	   Shed	  

X	   BE130	   12/10/2012	   Hartswick	   Carport	  

X	   JB014	   3/22/2013	   Jewell	  
Partition	  basement	  (no	  finished	  

space)	  

X	   PH329	   3/22/2013	   Varney	   16'	  x	  12'	  greenhouse	  

X	   WC013	   4/25/2013	   Lawton	   8'	  x	  16'	  greenhouse	  

X	   KY039	   5/21/2013	   Sedney	   30'	  x	  48'	  &	  13'	  x	  20'	  greenhouses	  (Ag)	  

X	   PH062	   5/30/2013	   Duncan	   12'	  x	  16'	  shed	  

X	   KR006	   6/3/2013	   Tanner	   8'	  x	  14'	  shed	  

X	   MR053	   6/5/2013	   Morris	   8'	  x	  10'	  shed	  

X	   IS569	   6/17/2013	   Schneider	  
20'	  x	  22'	  addition	  to	  existing	  shed	  

(Ag)	  

X	   LE100	   6/27/2013	   Ripley	   16'	  x	  20'	  shed	  (Ag)	  

X	   IS367	   6/27/2013	   Fuller/Bean	   16'	  x	  24'	  shed	  (Ag)	  
	  	  

ENCROACHMENT	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

None	   	   	   	   	  
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FLOODPLAIN	  DEVELOPMENT	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

None	   	   	   	   	  

	  

SUBDIVISION	  PERMITS	  (see	  DRB	  HEARING	  LIST)	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Issued	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

DRB-‐12-‐03	   DM008	   10/4/2012	   Rainville/McKegney	   2-‐Lot	  Subdivision	  

DRB-‐12-‐09	   PY002	   10/25/2012	   Dame/Goplen	   Subdivision	  Revision	  

DRB-‐12-‐06	   RV138	   11/21/2012	   Niles	   2-‐Lot	  Subdivision	  

DRB-‐13-‐05	   IS310	   5/10/2013	   Harmeyer	   Subdivision	  Amendment	  

DRB-‐13-‐02	   HR016	   6/28/2013	   Jacobs	  
2-‐Lot	  Subdivision	  w/BLA,	  Jacobs	  

Hill	  
	  

BOUNDARY	  LINE	  ADJUSTMENT	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

BLA-‐12-‐02	  
PH016	  &	  
PH022	  

7/5/2012	  
Mandell/Blacklock	  &	  

Blodgett	  
Transfer	  ~0.03	  ac	  to	  PH016	  

BLA-‐12-‐03	   VT656	  &	  VT646	   12/10/2012	   Bugbee	  &	  Cardinal	   Transfer	  ~0.44	  ac	  to	  VT656	  

	  

SITE	  PLAN/CONDITIONAL	  USE	  PERMITS	  (see	  DRB	  HEARING	  LIST)	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

DRB-‐12-‐07	   MT352X	   8/30/2012	   VT	  ANR,	  Dept.	  of	  Forest…	   Parking	  area	  off	  Stevensville	  Rd.	  

DRB-‐12-‐08	   ST217	   10/25/2012	   Herman	   Access	  off	  Class	  IV	  road	  

DRB-‐12-‐10	  
HR016	  &	  
UE073	  

12/17/2012	   Jacobs	   Earth	  Disturbance	  

DRB-‐13-‐03	   NR003	   4/8/2013	   Angelino	  
Contractor's	  Yard	  as	  Home	  

Business	  

DRB-‐13-‐04	   PA005	   5/29/2013	   CCMA	  
Convert	  attached	  storage	  to	  

dwelling	  unit	  

DRB-‐13-‐08	   VT419	   6/21/2013	   Maheux	   Office	  in	  existing	  building	  

	  

CHANGE	  OF	  USE/CONVERSION	  TO	  LIVING	  SPACE	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

CL-‐12-‐01	   MU028	   11/3/2012	   Coughlin	   Living	  space	  to	  accessory	  dwelling	  

CL-‐13-‐01	   SO007	   4/27/2013	   Kennedy	  
Convert	  camp	  to	  year-‐round	  

dwelling	  

CL-‐13-‐02	   SU040	   5/9/13	   Jacobs	  
Convert	  unfinished	  attic	  to	  dwelling	  

space	  
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WAIVER/VARIANCE/APPEAL	  DECISIONS	  

DRB	  
Docket	  

Property	  Code	   Date	  of	  Decision	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

None	   	   	   	   	  

	  

HOME	  BUSINESS	  PERMITS	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

HB-‐12-‐01	   DM012	   12/23/2012	   Gray	   Federal	  firearms	  licensed	  dealer	  

	  

CERTIFICATES	  OF	  OCCUPANCY	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

CO-‐12-‐05	   CB064	   7/27/2012	   Parisi	   Dormer	  and	  addition	  

CO-‐12-‐06	   RA039	   9/2/2012	   Sheridan	   Garage,	  mudroom	  conversion	  

CO-‐12-‐07	   BC084	   10/19/2012	   Shapiro	   House	  with	  porch	  

CO-‐12-‐08	   RE093	   10/21/2012	   Kindt	   House,	  porch,	  deck	  

CO-‐12-‐09	   VT640	   11/30/2012	   Williams	   House,	  porch	  

CO-‐12-‐10	   CD054	   12/7/2012	   Terry	   House	  

CO-‐12-‐11	   RV097	   12/15/2012	   Chamberlin	   Addition	  

CO-‐12-‐12	   MT016	   1/2/2013	   Hess	   New	  home	  with	  basement,	  porch	  

CO-‐13-‐01	   ST020	   2/13/2013	   Dunphey	  
Garage	  with	  living	  space	  (see	  B-‐11-‐

45)	  

CO-‐13-‐02	   PV029	   5/19/2013	   Bouffard	  
Garage,	  mudroom,	  porches	  (see	  B-‐

11-‐19)	  

CO-‐13-‐03	   IS083	   6/21/2013	   Peckham	   Garage	  and	  addition	  (see	  B-‐12-‐17)	  

	  

CERTIFICATES	  OF	  COMPLIANCE	  

Permit	  #	   Property	  Code	   Date	  Effective	   Property	  Owner	   Project	  Description	  

CC-‐12-‐01	   BC084	   7/29/2012	   Shapiro	  
Bridge	  and	  driveway	  to	  subdivided	  

lot	  
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 
 

The Underhill Development Review Board (DRB) consists of a seven member Board (with three 
Alternates) appointed by the Selectboard for staggered three-year terms. This quasi-judicial 
Board is responsible for reviewing and approving proposed development projects that rise above 
the level of administrative approval. This includes conditional use, variance, site plan, appeals of 
administrative determinations and subdivision applications.  Please contact Sarah McShane, 
Zoning Administrator/Town Planner at 899-4434 x106, or underhillzoning@comcast.net with 
any questions. 
 

FY	  2013	  Development	  Review	  Board	  Hearing	  List	  

Docket	  No.	   Applicant(s)	   Property	  Location	  
Application	  

Request	  
Detail	   Hearing	  Date	   Decision	  

DRB-‐12-‐06	   Niles	   137	  River	  Road	   Subdivision	  
Sketch	  &	  

Final,	  2	  lots	  
8/6/2012	  &	  
10/29/2012	  

Approved	  

DRB-‐12-‐07	   ANR	  
352	  Mountain	  

Road	  
Site	  Plan	  
Review	  

Parking	  Lot	   8/6/2012	   Denied	  

DRB-‐12-‐08	   Herman	  
217	  Stevensville	  

Road	  
Site	  Plan	  
Review	  

Driveway	   10/15/2012	   Approved	  

DRB-‐12-‐09	  
Dame/	  
Goplen	  

2	  Piney	  Grove	  Lane	  
Subdivision	  
Revision	  

Revise	  Building	  
Envelope	  

10/15/2012	   Approved	  

DRB-‐12-‐10	   Jacobs	  
16	  Harvest	  Run	  &	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
73	  Upper	  English	  

Settlement	  

Conditional	  
Use/	  Site	  Plan	  

Review	  

Earth	  disturbance/	  
removal	  

10/29/2012	   Approved	  

DRB-‐12-‐11	   Lang	   49	  Mullen	  Road	  
Subdivision	  
Revision	  

Driveway	   12/17/2012	   Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐01	   Moore	   74	  Cloverdale	  Road	   Subdivision	   Sketch,	  2	  lots	   1/21/2013	   Accepted	  

DRB-‐13-‐02	   Jacobs	   16	  Harvest	  Run	   Subdivision	  

Sketch	  &	  
Combined	  

Preliminary/Final,	  
2	  lots	  

2/4/2013	  &	  
6/3/2013	  

Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐03	   Angelino	   3	  New	  Road	  
Conditional	  

Use/	  Site	  Plan	  
Review	  

Final,	  Contractor's	  
Yard	  

3/18/2013	   Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐04	   Richardson	   5	  Park	  Street	  
Conditional	  

Use/	  Site	  Plan	  
Review	  

Final,	  Multifamily	  
addition	  

4/29/2013	   Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐05	   Harmeyer	  
310	  Irish	  

Settlement	  Road	  
Review	  

Previously-‐
approved	  site	  plan	  

4/29/2013	   Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐06	  
Bouffard/	  
Spence	  

10	  &	  12	  Bridle	  Trail	   Subdivision	  
Sketch	  &	  

Preliminary,	  2	  lots	  

6/3/2013	  &	  
12/2/2013	  
(FY14)	  

Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐07	   Danaher	   20	  Russin	  Drive	   Subdivision	   Sketch,	  2	  lots	   6/17/2013	   Accepted	  

DRB-‐13-‐08	   Maheux	   419	  VT	  Rt.	  15	  
Conditional	  

Use/	  Site	  Plan	  
Review	  

Final,	  IT	  Office	   6/17/2013	   Approved	  

DRB-‐13-‐09	   Potvin	   27	  Moose	  Run	   Subdivision	   Sketch,	  2	  lots	   6/17/2013	   Accepted	  
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Underhill Conservation Commission Report – 2013 

 
This past year the Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC) was involved in a number of 
activities and programs. Many thanks to the members of the Commission who make this work 
possible.  
 
Green Up Day – May 2013 - Thank you to all who participated and for Jim Beebe-Woodard’s 
leadership. We look forward to your participation in Green-Up day in 2014 which is Saturday 
May, 3rd. If you are interested in taking a very active role in Underhill’s 2014 Green-Up day; 
contact information is below. 
 
Annual Plant Sale – June 2013 – A great opportunity to visit with neighbors; get some great 
deals on plants, and support the work of the Underhill Conservation Commission. Thank You to 
all who participated and a special thank you to Barbara Greene for overseeing the event!! This 
year’s event will be Saturday, June 7th. 
 

                        Aquatic Organisms Project - In late summer 2009 the Stevensville Brook Culvert 
Replacement Project was completed, reducing erosion and re-establishing prime brook trout 
and other aquatic organism habitat.  This pilot project led the way to the development of a plan 
to restore 3 other culverts in Underhill (Beartown Rd (Steinhour Brook), Irish Settlement Rd 
(Crane Brook), and Barrett Rd (Roaring Brook)) which will open up multiple miles of Brook 
Trout habitat.  The work entailed the restoration/reconstruction of the downstream pools and 
the installation of baffles in the culverts. Work was finalized in 2013 albeit with some minor 
repair work after flooding in May and June.  

  
Large Habitat Block and Connectivity project – In work with a consultant and the State of VT 
maps were developed in 2010 that identify the large habitat blocks in Underhill and the 
hypothesized wildlife corridors between those blocks. Underhill volunteers conducted wildlife 
monitoring in the winters of 2010 and 2011 to “ground truth” the hypothesized wildlife 
corridors. Maps and a final report were completed in the Winter of 2012. The UCC would like to 
extend this work with a community wildlife monitoring project. INTERESTED? Let us know – 
contact information below.   
 
Invasives – The UCC is currently discussing hosting some workshops regarding terrestrial 
invasives and their impact on Underhill’s environment. We envision an educational component 
along with work parties in the field. Stay tuned. 

  
Do you have an interest in being involved in the work of the UCC? If so, please contact 
Trevor Squirrell – tsquirre@sover.net – 899-2382 
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2013 FOREST FIRE WARDEN REPORT 
 
 
This year the State of Vermont had 126 reported wildfires that burned 275 acres.  

We have issued 197 burn permits as of Dec. 31st. This year there where no reported 
wildland fires in the Town of Underhill.  

 
 A permit is required for outdoor burning of brush, weeds and grass. A permit is 

not required if there is snow on the ground at the site of the fire. The warden may refuse 
to issue a permit if in his judgment the weather or site conditions create a dangerous 
situation. A permit in no way relieves the person starting the fire of any responsibility for 
any damage that might occur. This person may be billed at the state rates for suppression 
of the fire.  

 
Feel free to call Nate or myself any time for a permit or with any questions or 
concerns that you may have.  
Parker Ripley 734-7114 

 Nathan Goldman 363-3548 
 
 
A quick reminder:  
The State of Vermont has banned the use of back yard burning barrels. You cannot burn 
garbage, paper, cardboard, building materials, plastic, asphalt, Styrofoam, or synthetic 
materials. You can burn natural wood (untreated and unpainted) grass and weeds. 

 
 

Underhill Forest Fire Warden  
Parker Ripley 
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Underhill Energy Committee Annual Report, CY 2013 
 
The Underhill Energy Committee organized Underhill’s participation in the Vermont Home 
Energy Challenge (VHEC).  Sponsored by Efficiency Vermont and the Vermont Energy and 
Climate Action Network (VECAN) the VHEC is a program designed to increase the number of 
comprehensive home energy efficiency improvement projects in the state. Under the Challenge, 
town energy committees and other local partners compete with other towns to see which town 
can get the most homes weatherized within a one-year period.  
To date, Underhill has 25 pledges to take steps to improve home energy efficiency, 9 home 
energy audits to identify opportunities to save energy and money, and 6 energy efficiency 
projects.  We also have had 18 households sign up for home “energy walkthroughs”—not full 
energy audits conducted by a trained technician, but a visit by energy committee members to 
identify obvious energy saving opportunities and to help homeowners decide whether investing 
in an audit is worthwhile.  Committee member Peter Bennett wrote an article in the November 7th 
Mountain Gazette (p. 2) about this program. 
 
On February 2nd, the Committee passed the following motion in support of smart meters: 

“Recognizing the potential benefits of smart meters to monitor and manage electricity 
use, the Underhill Energy Committee endorses the use of smart meters for residential 
metering.” 
 

Peter Bennett wrote an article discussing smart meters and why we chose to endorse them for the 
Mountain Gazette (2/21/2013, p 12). 
 
The Committee recommended that we have an energy audit of the Town Garage.  The 
Selectboard approved $600 for this purpose and an audit was conducted by Building Energy in 
late June.  The Committee reviewed the audit report and will make recommendations for 
improvements that could save the town energy and money. 
 
In conjunction with Jericho Energy Task Force the Committee had an informational booth at 
Harvest Market in September.  Many area residents visited the booth over the course of the two 
days and learned about a variety of energy-saving options. 
 
Representatives from Vermont Electric Co-op (VEC), a member-owned electric utility that 
provides electricity for some Underhill residents, attended the August meeting and shared 
information about projects they are working on.  Key points from the discussion include: 

• VEC would like to partner with Underhill Energy Committee on energy education. 
• VEC has installed smart meters for their customers this meters record hourly data which 

could help customers monitor and optimize their electricity usage.   
• VEC is engaged in a two-year pilot study exploring variable peak pricing, a system in 

which variable rates are used to encourage members to modify their electrical usage to 
save money and help VEC reduce its peak demand, which can result in significant 
savings.  About 2,000 VEC members are taking part in the pilot. 

• Electricity production from about 360 VEC customers’ net-metered systems reached 4% 
of VEC’s peak electricity demand in July—the maximum amount allowed under current 
law.  Future net-metering projects are currently on hold.  (Net-metered systems provide 
power to buildings when they are generating electricity (e.g., solar systems on sunny 
days) and consume power when the demand exceeds generation.  Customers pay the 
“net”—the amount of power they use minus what they produce.) 

 
The PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) program, a funding mechanism to help 
homeowners finance energy improvements, is now operational.  Underhill will monitor the 
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experience of other towns and consider reviewing Underhill’s participation in PACE in the 
future. 
 
The Committee continued its energy improvement work on the Underhill Center Post Office.  
The Selectboard approved foaming the box sills in the basement and rebuilding/insulating the 
exterior basement door.  This work will be done when the temperature rises.  It is designed to 
reduce energy usage, save money, and increase the comfort level.  (The building is owned by the 
Town and leased to the United States Postal Service.) 
 
The Committee passed a motion encouraging Efficiency Vermont to promote LEDs instead of 
CFLs.  Several local stores now sell LEDs at subsidized prices, including Jerihill Home Center, 
Walsh Electric, CED Twinstate, Home Depot, ACE Hardware, True Value Hardware, and 
Lowe’s.  LEDs are more efficient and longer lasting than CFLs and they do not contain mercury. 
 
The Committee meets in the kitchen upstairs in the Town Hall at 6:30 on the second Wednesday 
of most months. 
 
Chair: Bob Murphy 
Vice-Chair: Chuck Weger 
Secretary: Steve Webster 
Members: Jerry Adams, Peter Bennett, Peter Duval, Chris Miller, Tom Moore 
 
Web site: tiny.cc/uenergy  or  https://sites.google.com/site/juvtenergy 
Blog: http://underhillenergycommittee.blogspot.com 
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VITAL STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 
Date   Child    Sex   Parents                                  
January 6, 2013 Olivia Anne Waterhouse  F Melissa and Cory Waterhouse 
January 19, 2013 Ryan Krister McCormack M Maria and Shane McCormack 
March 26, 2013 Cora Jasia Young  F Agnieszka and Matthew Young 
April 4, 2013  Ira Samuel Leonard  M Sabrina and Adam Leonard 
April 7, 2013  Arlo Joseph Marias  M Amy and Jason Marias 
April 26, 2013  Emmett Terence Fiske M Carla and Erik Fiske 
April 27, 2013  Baylee Jane Weir  F Lauren and Dustin Weir 
April 30, 2013  Chloe Delibac-St. Andrew F Melanie St. Andrew and Corey Delibac 
May 1, 2013  Eliza Mae Roushey  F Rachel and Phillip Roushey 
May 17, 2013  Nora Kathryn Palker  F Mallory Tague and Kristopher Palker 
June 15, 2013  Sawyer Robin Mahany M Jessica and Jeremiah Mahany 
June 27, 2013  Skylar Roger Crittenden M Rebecca and Steven Crittenden 
July 15, 2013  Hank Richardson Pease M Jaclyn and Justin Pease 
July 19, 2013  Nora Charlotte Kidder  F Danielle and Michael Kidder 
August 10, 2013 Ella Madison Peryea  F Bree and Gregory Peryea 
September 1, 2013 Elise Kathleen Ochs  F Julie Jacob Ochs and Ryan Ochs 
September 13, 2013 Ethan Dean Lafayette  M Nicole Tenney and Daniel Lafayette 
October 2, 2013 Ruby Talulah Clark  F Katie and Kyle Clark 
October 9, 2013 Lucy Margaret Tanner F Amanda and Nicholas Tanner 
October 21, 2013 Parker Chapman Slabinski M Susannah and Peter Slabinski 
October 24, 2013 Eloise Jean Luce  F Morgan and Craig Luce 
November 2, 2013 Paige Alexandra Tilton F Mariann and Tyler Tilton 
November 12, 2013 Archer William Varney M Lindsey Julow and Shaun Varney 
November 16, 2013 Haley Lynn Morel  F Ashley Allen and Peter Morel 
November 25, 2013 Eleanor Clair LeBlanc  F Dana and Jared LeBlanc 
December 19, 2013 Maranda Anne Hanley F Dusty and James Hanley 
December 20, 2013 Henry Bartlett Bernier  M Abigail and Christopher Bernier 
 
DEATHS 

Name                            Age  Date of Death             Residence       Place of Death 
 

Patrick Taze Huntley     59  January 1, 2013 Underhill Burlington 
Ruth Orr Burgess     92  January 7, 2013 Underhill Colchester 
Julie Bridget Kelliher     42  February 10, 2013 Underhill Underhill 
Robert Pierson Northrop    92  March 30, 2013 Underhill Underhill 
Lawrence Whitney Burgess    92  May 3, 2013  Underhill Underhill 
Burton T. Robinson     72  June 6, 2013  Underhill Burlington 
Jane Bogue Kellner     72  August 22, 2013 Underhill Burlington 
Ellen Mae Hovencamp    79  September 5, 2013 Underhill Burlington 
Marie M. Findholt     65  September 16, 2013 Underhill Underhill 
Louise Elizabeth Hagstrand    97  September 29, 2013 Underhill Burlington 
Patricia Ann Brewer     72  September 29, 2013 Underhill Underhill 
Jacob George Weber     30  October 28, 2013 Underhill Underhill  
Jo Ann Boyce      69  November 28, 2013 Underhill Burlington 
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CIVIL MARRIAGES 

Ghamar Sylvia Taraz & 
Colin Randall Urban 
   March 15, 2013 
 
Thomas Patrick Smith & 
Elizabeth Anne Casey 
   June 8, 2013 
 
Jeffrey Alan Snyder & 
Suzanne Elizabeth Tracy 
   June 8, 2013 
 
Ashley Elizabeth Leitao & 
Joshua Wesley Hanlon 
   June 22, 2013 
 
Natalie Gwen Coughlin & 
John William Penberthy Butler 
   July 20, 2013 
 
Dana Nicole Thomas & 
Charles Jeremy LaClair 
   July 26, 2013 
 
Molly Therese Pekarik & 
Luke Michael Fry 
   August 3, 2013 
 
Mary Beth Davis & 
Kendal Morris Holden 
   August 3, 2013 
 
Meghann Brooke Durbrow & 
David Martin Smith 
   August 10, 2013 
 
Andrew Joseph Chiaraluce & 
Kaitlin Gardiner Ferguson 
   August 10, 2013 
 
Marcy Sue Armell & 
Neil Robert Hackbarth 
   September 27, 2013 
 
Barbara Ellen Brody & 
Martha Barry Abbott 
   September 19, 2013 
 
Barbara Ursula Aldrich & 
Donald Robert Tobi 
   September 28, 2013 
 
Sheri Wanita Mitchell & 
Tracy Larry Michaud 
   October 5, 2013 
 

 
 
Parker David Ripley & 
Clara Jenny Baker 
   October 12, 2013 
 
Shannon Catherine Heath & 
Neil Patrick MacKenzie Durda 
   October 26, 2013 
 
Heather Ann Dattilio & 
Jason Robert Ferreira 
   October 26, 2013 
 
Clifford Gerard Lubitz & 
Julia Susanne Bacher 
   November 5, 2013 
 
Ellen Sue Epstein & 
Jane Lesley Rogan 
   December 9, 2013 
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CASEY’S HILL 
 

FOR WINTER RECREATION USE 
 

Casey’s Hill is now owned by the Town of Underhill and is for sledding only. 
 
Sled at your own risk. Sledding is permitted during daylight hours and only when snow 
conditions permit.  Sledding is not allowed on the Mountain Road side of the hill. 
 
The designated parking area for Casey’s Hill users only, is for the safety and convenience of 
families with children/sledders.  If the lot is full, park at the Underhill Central School.  Please 
DO NOT park on Mountain Road, Pleasant Valley Road or New Road.  These roads must be 
kept open for emergency vehicles at all times. 
 
No snowmobiles, RV’s or other vehicles are permitted on Casey’s Hill. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
  
 

TOWN OF UNDERHILL ORDINANCE FOR  
WINTER PARKING AND OPERATIONS PLAN 

 
The Winter Parking Ordinance is in effect from November 1st through April 30th.  No vehicles 
are to be parked on town roads during these months.  VEHICLES WILL BE TOWED AT 
OWNER’S EXPENSE. 
 
Plow routes are set up to open the major traffic routes and school bus routes first.  The road crew 
usually starts operations at 3:30 am to have these roads clear by 7:00 am.  In most cases there 
will be no maintenance between 8:00 pm and 3:00 am. Each road crew member has a specific 
route that takes approximately 4 ½ hours to complete.  After 16 hours on the job, they are 
required to stop operations and take off a minimum of 6 hours.  The Town does not plow Class 
IV and private roads.  Salt will be applied to paved roads with a minimum amount of sand added 
as necessary.  (Salt is not effective when the road temperature is below 20 degrees).  Sand will be 
applied to the gravel roads. 
 
The road crew makes every effort to avoid mailboxes.  However, because of snow conditions or 
on-coming traffic, the plows occasionally hit them.  The town has permitted mailboxes to be 
located in the Town right-of-way.  If the mailboxes are damaged as a result of snow or ice 
clearing operations, the town will not repair or replace them. 
 
Please note:  according to 23 VSA§1126a, it is illegal to plow snow from private property on or 
across public highways. 
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                            250th Anniversary Celebration Committee Report

     The 250th Anniversary Planning Committee would like to thank all the town residents who 
participated to make our 2013 activities a great success from the planning and production 
perspective, as well as just plain showing up to enjoy and take advantage of these unique 
opportunities. We received loads of positive feed-back, much of it centering around how these 
activities brought us together as a community and that we should do more of these activities in the 
future. I think I speak for the diehard committee members, that the effort begun in Fall 2012 was a 
"labor of love" to conceive events enjoyable by the full range of town folk, families, children, 
adults, history buffs, music lovers, friends and neighbors.
     Summary of memorable activities to reflect upon:
   
**   250th Anniversary Day June 8 Festivities: A fabulous parade coordinated by Nate Sullivan, 
with broad community participation included more tractors than most of us had ever seen in one 
place at any one time. The excitement and joy seen on children's and adult's faces alike gave me 
goose bumps. Parade announcer Bill Wilson read the history of Underhill as the parade worked its 
way to the Center. Martin Miles coordinated what will be a memorable photo of 800+ residents in 
front of Town Hall. "Now close your eyes and when I count to three, open your eyes and say 250 
Anniversary."  Brilliant! Aroma from the Kurt & Donna Johnson hamburger, hot dog grill team 
drew folks to the big tent area behind Town Hall for the main course Barbecue dinner and 
afternoon's activities. Jason Crooks entertained children of all ages with the, sawdust /candle pile, 
dunking booth, greased pole, ongoing games and races. Talented local musicians coordinated by 
Sarah Bahr entertained us throughout the day. Face painting by Cathy Leathersich, impromptu 
interviews by Joyce Babbitt & daughter, pie eating contest by Jean Archibald, Abbi Jaffe street 
acrobats and so much more. Historical memorabilia and displays in Town Hall by Pat Lamphere, 
Sherri Morin, Nancy Bradford and Betsy Page; Ancestry displays by Scott Towers in Old School 
House #5; antique tools and machines by Gary Irish and others under tents in Ed Moore Park.  
Special thanks to Ellen Eccleston, Nancy Davis and Irene Linde for night security, food & sundries 
provisions & service, large banners from Coke Co. and so much more. Much of the action and fun 
captured on DVD by Tim Chamberlin and sons!   

**   Designed and sold approximately 750 - 250th Anniversary commemorative T-Shirts to 
support of our year long activities and for the benefit of our reinstituted Underhill Historical 
Society.       

**   Artistic hand painted banners hung along the roadways throughout Town: Coordinated by 
local artist Mary Hill, thirty three artists, friends and children, produced 86 cheerful scenes on two 
sided banners to brighten our travel and our days. We plan to recondition the existing banners and 
encourage a fresh round of artistic expression to generate additional banners this season.    

**   The Fall Bus tour of Underhill historical sites was a true adventure. Dan Close (author of "A 
Day on the Bus") navigated some tight squeeze country roads while Gael Boardman and Betty 
Moore treated us to historical perspective, town lore and comic relief stories. Donuts, cider, coffee, 
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historical displays and camaraderie were shared upstairs at Town Hall afterwards.  
  
**   The Pig Roast produced by Nate Sullivan at John & Polly Connell’s barn provided perfect 
opportunity for delicious "pot luck" accompaniment and excuse to socialize on weather perfect 
September evening. 

**   October Speaker Events: Michael McKnight's discussion group (Ethan Allen's philosophical 
views - Reason: the Only Oracle of Man) and Vince Feeney talk (The Irish in Underhill) were 
choice opportunities to gain insight on our notable Vermont and Underhill characters and 
corresponding historical perspective. 
     
**   The November Contra Dance coordinated by Rick Heh, held at Dave & Rebecca Rogers, 
(Mead/Fay) barn was a hoot with as many as 40 dancers at once moving in synch to the fiddle 
tunes of Brian Perkins, Eileen O'Grady and our own Sarah Barh. Peter Johnson of the Mad Robin 
Callers did a fantastic job of first describing the various dances (all unique), then talking us through 
each step of the way, on this thankfully mild and full moon evening. 
     
**   Burial of a Time Capsule (to be opened in 50 years) has been delayed until late spring.  We 
have assembled a partial array of items representing period 2013. Given the delay we still have 
room to include items - Contact Rick if you have something you wish to include. Opening this at a 
300th anniversary event should prove quite interesting for our youth of today many of whom 
contributed an essay with predictions on what life may be like 50 years from now, and who 
hopefully will around when the capsule is retrieved.     
      
**    Interviews of Long Term Citizens project is slowly moving forward. Interviews have begun 
and will continue throughout 2014. (Focus:  Senior residents who grew up in Underhill preferably 
in the 1930's / 1940's)

       Special shout out to Ted Tedford who initiated a call to action on Front Porch Forum 
suggesting back in the early Fall of 2012 that we organize to plan for our 250th Anniversary and to 
Ted and Sue Kusserow who generated Mountain Gazette and other articles, public relations and 
grammatical corrections when they were needed.     

                           Chair of 250th Anniversary Planning Committee - Rick Heh 
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Regional Headquarters:  29 Mansfield Avenue, Burlington, VT  05401-3323 � Tel:  802-660-9130 � 
Fax:  802-660-9136 � Toll Free in Vermont:  800-660-9130 � On the Web:  www.redcross.org/vermont 

 
 

   
 

         January	  29,	  2014	  
	  
Brian	  Bigelow	  
Town	  of	  Underhill	  
PO	  Box	  32	  
Underhill	  Ctr.,	  VT	  05490	  
	  
Dear	  Mr.	  Bigelow,	  	  
	  
The	  American	  Red	  Cross	  of	  Vermont	  &	  the	  New	  Hampshire	  Upper	  Valley	  is	  on	  call	  to	  help	  our	  community	  24	  
hours	  a	  day,	  7	  days	  a	  week	  and	  365	  days	  a	  year.	  	  A	  local	  Red	  Cross	  volunteer	  is	  often	  the	  first	  “neighbor	  on	  
the	  scene”	  after	  a	  disaster	  strikes	  offering	  a	  hot	  cup	  of	  coffee,	  a	  warm	  blanket	  and	  a	  glimmer	  of	  hope	  to	  
those	  in	  need.	  	  Supported	  primarily	  by	  volunteers,	  the	  Red	  Cross	  provides	  emergency	  support	  for	  victims	  of	  
fire,	  flood	  and	  other	  disasters	  as	  well	  as	  instruction	  in	  health,	  safety	  and	  aquatics	  courses.	  Whether	  we	  are	  
helping	  one	  family	  recover	  from	  a	  devastating	  home	  fire,	  providing	  emergency	  shelter	  and	  supplies	  to	  
hundreds	  of	  families	  after	  a	  major	  disaster,	  or	  food	  and	  water	  for	  first	  responders,	  we	  have	  historically	  been	  
a	  vital	  part	  of	  the	  local	  community.	  	  
	  
Over	  the	  past	  two	  years,	  we	  have	  been	  focusing	  on	  disaster	  preparedness,	  specifically,	  working	  to	  help	  
communities	  become	  better	  prepared	  when	  a	  disaster	  strikes.	  This	  program	  is	  called	  the	  Local	  Disaster	  
Shelter	  Initiative	  and	  its	  purpose	  is	  to	  offer	  each	  town	  in	  our	  region	  the	  training,	  support,	  and	  supplies	  to	  
open	  its	  own	  emergency	  shelter	  during	  times	  of	  disaster	  when	  outside	  assistance	  is	  not	  available.	  This	  
initiative	  helps	  communities	  build	  resiliency	  and	  take	  an	  invaluable	  step	  toward	  a	  level	  of	  preparedness	  that	  
meets	  today’s	  realities.	  To	  date,	  42	  communities	  have	  joined	  this	  initiative	  and	  dozens	  more	  are	  taking	  
steps	  to	  participate.	  	  If	  your	  community	  is	  not	  yet	  involved	  in	  the	  Local	  Disaster	  Shelter	  Initiative,	  contact	  
Larry	  Kupferman	  for	  more	  information	  at	  (802)660-‐9130	  ext.	  113.	  	  
	  
Since	  the	  Red	  Cross	  is	  not	  a	  government	  agency,	  we	  rely	  on	  individuals,	  businesses	  and	  local	  communities	  to	  
support	  our	  efforts	  in	  helping	  to	  prevent,	  prepare	  for,	  respond	  to,	  and	  recover	  from	  emergencies.	  	  Toward	  
that	  end,	  we	  are	  asking	  each	  community	  for	  a	  donation	  based	  on	  its	  current	  population.	  We	  would	  greatly	  
appreciate	  your	  support	  in	  the	  amount	  of	  $1,000	  this	  year.	  Your	  partnership	  will	  help	  ensure	  that	  the	  
American	  Red	  Cross	  has	  the	  resources	  to	  support	  communities	  like	  the	  Town	  of	  Underhill	  and	  throughout	  
Vermont	  and	  the	  Upper	  Valley	  when	  they	  need	  it	  most.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

 	  
Larry	  Crist	  
Regional	  Executive	  
Vermont	  &	  the	  New	  Hampshire	  Upper	  Valley	  Region	  
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Essex	  Rescue,	  Inc.	  is	  a	  private	  not-‐for-‐profit	  Paramedic-‐level	  ambulance	  service	  that	  works	  in	  partnership	  
with	  many	  other	  organizations	  including	  the	  Underhill-‐Jericho	  Fire	  Department	  and	  Vermont	  State	  Police	  to	  
meet	  the	  emergency	  needs	  of	  Underhill.	  	  We	  are	  not	  affiliated	  with	  any	  town	  government.	  	  	  

Essex	  Rescue	  is	  pleased	  to	  continue	  providing	  emergency	  medical	  services	  to	  all	  areas	  of	  Underhill	  as	  well	  as	  
to	  the	  towns	  of	  Essex,	  Essex	  Junction,	  southern	  Westford	  and	  northern	  Jericho.	  	  For	  the	  year	  ending	  June	  30,	  
2013	  Essex	  Rescue	  responded	  to	  1748	  requests	  for	  9-‐1-‐1	  emergency	  service.	  	  Of	  these	  calls,	  152	  were	  in	  
Underhill.	  	  The	  graph	  below	  shows	  the	  types	  of	  calls	  Essex	  Rescue	  responded	  to	  in	  Underhill	  during	  the	  period	  
7/1/2012	  through	  6/30/2013.	  	  	  

	  

	  

Essex	  Rescue	  currently	  operates	  an	  ambulance	  based	  in	  the	  Underhill-‐Jericho	  Fire	  Station	  on	  Rte	  15,	  five	  days	  
a	  week	  for	  eight	  hours	  each	  day	  in	  addition	  to	  our	  crews	  based	  in	  Essex.	  	  This	  deployment	  model	  enables	  us	  

Essex	  Rescue,	  Inc.	  Report	  for	  the	  Town	  of	  Underhill	  
July	  1,	  2012	  to	  June	  30,	  2013	  
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to	  cover	  more	  than	  half	  the	  medical	  calls	  in	  Underhill	  and	  Jericho	  with	  a	  locally	  based	  crew.	  	  For	  the	  less	  busy	  
night	  and	  weekend	  hours,	  we	  continue	  to	  use	  first	  responder	  members	  that	  are	  licensed	  and	  equipped	  for	  
both	  basic	  and	  advanced	  levels	  of	  care.	  

Providing	  high-‐quality	  emergency	  medical	  care	  in	  the	  out-‐of-‐hospital	  setting	  is	  both	  challenging	  and	  
expensive.	  	  Essex	  Rescue,	  Inc.	  provides	  high-‐quality,	  affordable	  service	  24	  hours	  per	  day,	  365	  days	  per	  year.	  	  
We	  use	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  vehicles	  and	  equipment,	  and	  we	  have	  some	  of	  the	  most	  highly	  trained	  Paramedic-‐
level	  crews	  in	  Vermont.	  	  We	  work	  in	  conjunction	  with	  Fletcher	  Allen	  Health	  Care	  to	  deliver	  fast	  and	  effective	  
service	  to	  time-‐sensitive	  emergencies	  such	  as	  heart	  attacks,	  strokes	  and	  serious	  traumatic	  injuries	  as	  well	  as	  
to	  less	  time-‐sensitive	  but	  still	  significant	  emergencies.	  	  Our	  crews	  are	  well	  prepared	  to	  handle	  life-‐threatening	  
emergencies;	  however,	  the	  majority	  of	  our	  patients	  do	  not	  need	  our	  most	  sophisticated	  clinical	  interventions.	  	  
Much	  of	  what	  we	  do	  for	  less	  acute	  cases	  is	  to	  stabilize	  the	  patient,	  help	  relieve	  pain,	  provide	  early	  notification	  
to	  the	  hospital	  and	  assist	  people	  with	  access	  to	  the	  hospital-‐based	  care	  they	  need.	  

Essex	  Rescue,	  Inc.	  is	  able	  to	  consistently	  provide	  high	  volume,	  high-‐quality	  service	  by	  using	  a	  combination	  of	  
many	  different	  supports,	  financial	  and	  otherwise.	  	  The	  most	  important	  support	  we	  have	  comes	  from	  our	  60	  
uncompensated	  volunteer	  members	  who	  contribute	  thousands	  of	  hours	  of	  time	  annually	  to	  staff	  our	  
ambulances.	  	  	  Our	  biggest	  form	  of	  financial	  support	  comes	  from	  billing	  for	  the	  patient	  services	  we	  provide.	  	  
We	  work	  hard	  to	  recover	  prospectively	  paid	  insurance	  revenues	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  minimize	  the	  need	  for	  tax	  
subsidies	  from	  our	  communities.	  	  We	  are	  also	  fortunate	  to	  have	  a	  broad	  level	  of	  participation	  in	  our	  
subscription	  program	  that	  brings	  us	  important	  revenue	  and	  benefits	  participants	  by	  limiting	  their	  out	  of	  
pocket	  costs	  for	  Essex	  Rescue’s	  services.	  	  As	  a	  home	  subscriber,	  residents	  can	  pay	  a	  $50	  annual	  fee	  and	  then	  
pay	  nothing	  else	  out	  of	  pocket	  for	  deductible	  or	  co-‐pay	  expenses.	  	  Subscription	  letters	  are	  sent	  out	  every	  
November	  or	  people	  can	  subscribe	  online	  at	  www.essexrescue.org.	  Many	  people	  and	  organizations	  in	  the	  
community	  are	  also	  very	  generous	  in	  making	  grants	  or	  donations	  throughout	  the	  year	  or	  in	  memory	  of	  loved	  
ones	  at	  a	  time	  of	  death.	  

As	  one	  can	  see	  from	  the	  graph,	  nearly	  20%	  of	  our	  emergency	  calls	  do	  not	  result	  in	  the	  transport	  of	  a	  patient	  
to	  the	  hospital.	  	  In	  these	  cases,	  we	  are	  not	  able	  to	  bill	  health	  insurers	  for	  the	  cost	  of	  the	  emergency	  response.	  	  
The	  towns	  we	  cover	  provide	  an	  annual	  donation	  to	  Essex	  Rescue,	  Inc.,	  which	  offsets	  a	  small	  part	  of	  what	  it	  
costs	  us	  to	  be	  available	  around	  the	  clock,	  when	  and	  where	  your	  community	  members	  need	  emergency	  
medical	  services.	  

Essex	  Rescue	  is	  always	  recruiting	  new	  volunteers.	  	  We	  invite	  you	  to	  visit	  our	  website	  at	  www.essexrescue.org	  
or	  call	  us	  at	  802-‐878-‐4859	  ext.	  4	  to	  speak	  with	  Colleen	  Nesto	  about	  membership.	  	  Our	  primary	  station	  is	  at	  1	  
Educational	  Drive	  in	  Essex	  Junction,	  near	  the	  Essex	  High	  School	  and	  our	  administrative	  offices	  are	  routinely	  
open	  from	  8:00	  to	  4:30	  weekdays	  if	  you	  have	  questions	  or	  would	  like	  to	  see	  our	  facility.	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  

Dan	  Manz,	  Executive	  Director	  
Essex	  Rescue	  
1	  Educational	  Drive	  
Essex	  Junction,	  VT	  	  05452	  
802-‐878-‐4859	  ext.	  2	  
dmanz@essexrescue.org	  	  	  
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UNDERHILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

February 2013 brought the revival of the Underhill Historical Society. A small group of residents 
met with the goal to gauge the amount of interest there was in resurrecting the society. which had 
vanished in the 1980s.  The group elected Millissa Frost as President, Nate Sullivan as Vice 
President, Ann Linde as Treasurer and Sarah Bahr as the Secretary (later replaced by Sue Gillim). 
The society has adopted a constitution and by-laws while working on fundraising and on 
increasing its membership. 

The initial focus of the society was to investigate the status of the District 5 Schoolhouse located at 
the intersection of Pleasant Valley and Stevensville Roads. The school opened in 1861 and served 
Underhill until 1950 when a fire forced the construction of the Underhill Central School. The 
Board of Selectmen named a task force in 2013 to research the history, structural needs and 
possible uses of the building. The present historical society uses the schoolhouse to keep its 
artifacts, books, and records. It has also utilized the building for several public social events, 
promoting its importance to the town’s history. 

On a sad note, a founding member of the original historical society passed away in October. 
Lorraine Dwyer (1913-2013) moved to Underhill in 1953 and became quite active in town affairs. 
In 1976 she penned The History of Underhill, Vermont: The Town Under the Mountain.  

Beside the District 5 Schoolhouse the 2013 Underhill Historical Society has worked on 
documenting and sharing its holdings with the residents at such events as the Underhill 250th 
Birthday Party on June 8th, the March Town Meeting and at the United Church’s Harvest Market. 
At these events the society displayed old photos and maps along with biographies of the town’s 
Civil War soldiers. The society worked in conjunction with the town’s 250th Birthday Committee 
to sponsor the highly successful event held in June that included a parade, barbecue and historical 
displays.  

2014 has the Underhill Historical Society developing a website, cataloging its holdings and 
continuing to structure its committees and to further promote the society’s mission and goals. The 
membership and interest in the society has increased significantly and we look forward to the new 
year. 
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REPRESENTATIVE GEORGE TILL ANNUAL REPORT 

I want to begin by thanking the voters of Jericho and Underhill for allowing me to represent you in 
the Vermont Legislature. I will continue to do my best to work for transparent government, 
responsive to the needs of Vermont. I will continue to work in a non-partisan manor with my only 
goal being what is best for Vermont. I continue to decline all donations from corporations and 
political action committees.   

At the time of this writing the anticipated FY 15 budget shortfall is about $72 million, slightly larger 
than the projection at this time last year.  The deficit is mostly due to $55 million in one time, largely 
federal money, used in the 2014 budget which will no longer be available for FY 2015. Vermont’s 
YTD revenues have been very close to projections.  Total Vermont state budget is now $5.2 billion 
with an average annual growth rate of 3.6% since I joined the legislature in 2009.   

Economic recovery continues to be ongoing but slow. Vermont employment figures show 
improvement, but presently remain slightly below employment numbers from 6 years ago.  As of this 
writing, Vermont continues to have the lowest unemployment rate in New England and the 6th lowest 
nationally. Vermont initial Unemployment Insurance Claims are at the lowest level in a decade.  

Because of continued softness in the Real Estate market, the education Grand List is now not 
anticipated to regain 2009 peak levels until 2017 thereby continuing to put upward pressures on 
property tax rates.  Total student counts project to continue declining through 2025.   

Prominent legislative issues for 2014 included the implementation of Vermont Health Connect which 
has had a severely disappointing rollout since the October 1 launch but which continues to make 
progress.   Tax expenditures and updating of Vermont’s tax system will likely receive significant 
debate. Chronic underfunding of Vermont’s pension obligations will need attention.  Continued work 
on the Vermont Mental Health system and the opening of the new Vermont State Hospital are 
anticipated, as well as other continued work repairing devastation from Irene.    

Locally, the Red Mill Footbridge remains in the current year transportation budget.  Construction 
was delayed by Irene recovery projects deemed more urgent and a right of way issue on the west end 
of the bridge which has now been resolved. It appears that we will see construction in the spring of 
2014, barring new catastrophes.  

I plan to be at Town Meeting at 8:00am in Jericho and later in the morning in Underhill. I look 
forward to hearing your thoughts in an informal sit down prior to the start of the Jericho Town 
Meeting.   

I would be happy to hear from you by email at: Rep.GeorgeTill@gmail.com or by phone at 899-
2984.  My mailing address is:  74 Foothills Dr., Jericho 05465.  If you would like to share your 
thoughts or need assistance navigating State Government please contact me.  I will continue monthly 
constituent meetings for informal discussions at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, 8 River Rd, 
Jericho.  Please check the Library website or georgetill.com for the dates. 

Thank you for the honor of serving as your Representative. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                           
George Till 
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